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INDIA’S CONSTITUTIONAL ORIGINS

The Constitution of India, 1950 was shaped over a long historical period by several
political and legal processes: British colonial legislation, aspirational political
documents produced by the freedom movement and finally the Constituent
Assembly debates.

This history is an invaluable guide to understanding Indian constitutional and political

values and provides sharp insights into contemporary political controversies — from
cow slaughter to the death penalty.




Read

Browse digitized and fully searchable
versions of 18 Historical Constitutions and
165 days of the Constituent Assembly's

deliberations.

Explore

Explore this history through analytical
summaries of Historical Constitutions and
short introductions to the Constituent
Assembly process, biographies of key
Constituent Assembly members and
summaries of Constituent Assembly
Debates on key constitutional provisions.

Search

Trace the evolution of political and

legal ideas from 1895 to 1950 through

a powerful search engine. The results
may be filtered by the document source,
constitutional provision and comparative
constitutional reference.

Engage

Join our workshops on Indian
constitutional history for schools,
Universities or workplaces or participate in
our annual political history and
constitutional law Quiz ‘Conquest’. Support
our work by collaborating with us, inviting
us to your institution or donating to support
our work.

constitutionofindia.net
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We are a not-for-profit organization dedicated to making the
Constitution work for everyone through law and policy
research, social and governance interventions and strategic

impact litigation.

This website has been conceived and delivered by the Civic

and Constitutional Citizenship Project team at CLPR.
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