In the Supreme Court of India

Writ Petition (Civil) No. 382 of 2013

IN THE MATTER OF:
| _
- INDEPENDENT TH
. THOUGHT v Petitioner
i
Versus
UNION OF INDIA & ANR. e RESPONdent
‘ AFFIDAVIT ord BEHALE OF THE RESPONDENT

MIPMISTRY ofF WOMER Awd CHILD DEVEWPMERT
(Vrhom  ofF 1ND|A)

| Manoj Kumar Prabhat S/o Shri Dukhan Mahto aged about 45

years, working as Under Secretary with Ministry of Women and
K Child Development, Government of India having office at Shastri

Bhawan, New Delhi do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on the

basis of records as under:

| 1. That with reference to this writ petition, the Ministry of

Women and Child Development has been informed through
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D.No.4669/ 201'3"/5(:/ P|[(W), dated 10/08/17 (received in this
Ministry on 17/08/17), from Assistant Registrar, Hon'ble Supreme
Court of India marked to Unioﬁ of India, Secretary, Ministry of Law
and Justice, Department of Legislative Affairs and Union of India,
Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child Development. The letter
refers to Hon:’blel- S_l,;upreme Court o‘rder dated 09/08/2017,
wherein the UQI was directed to inform the Hon’ble Court about
number of Child'Man"iage Prohibition Officers (CMPOs) appointed
under the provisions of Child Marriage Prohibition Act; 2006 and

the number of prosecutions that have been instituted over the

last three years.

2. That it is informed that in the order dated 09/08/2017 the

above mentioned directions have been made to Union of India
and there is no reference about Ministry of Women and Child

Development.

3 That it is vide D.N0.4669/2013/SC/PIL(W), dated 10/08/17

(received in this Ministry on 17/08/17), this Ministry was informed
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and di .
d directed to furnish information related to number of CMPOs

- and prosecutions under Child Marriage Prohibition Act, 2006.

4. That it is inforr;‘uéd that this Ministry has taken note of the
directions of the Hon'ble Supreme Court and has requested
States/UTs vide its |efter No.25/116/2017-WW(l), dated 17/08/17
and 24/08/17 to provide the desired information. Letters -

annexed as Annexure-A,

S That this Mlmstry is trying to seek the desired information

from the concerned State Governments and UTs. Presently, this

Ministry has received information from 10 States/UTs and the

same is annexed as Annexure-B.

6. That the information related to cases registered/prosecutions

held -under Child Marriage Prohibition Act, 2006 as per

information obtained from National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB)

vide UO No.ST‘I’(ZUO)/CII-data_ Supply/205/2017/ NCRB through

Ministry of Home Affairs is Annexed as Annexure-C.
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1. | is Mini:
:That this Ministry has been making rigorous efforts to

collect requisite complete information related to Child Marriage
Prohibition Officers (CMPOs) under the Prohibition of Child
Marriarge Act,§2006 from all the States /UTs. Therefore, it is
requested that this Ministry may be given six weeks time to

furnish consolidated information.
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Verification o e /N

|, the above named deponent do hereby verify that the contents
of the foregoing affidavit are true to the best of my knowledge

based on records and no part of it is false and nothing material

has been concealed therefrom.

Verified at New Delhi, on 26" day of August, 2017.
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[Awh!ﬁm"" B

Most Urgent
Court Matter

N2/ 6/ 2017-WW(I)
Government of India
Minisitry of Women & Child Development
(Women Welfare Division)

A-Wing, Room No. 313
Ghastri Bhavan, New Delhi-1
Dated ¢ 170 August, 2017

To,

The Chief Secretary/ Principal Secretary
(Al the States/ UTs)

Subject : Writ Petition(Civil) No.382/2013 Independence Thought Vs. Union of India
- Reg.

Sir/Madam,

I am direeted (o refer o Writ Petition (Civil) No.A82/2013 in the case ol
Independence Thought Va. Union of llia (copy enclosed). The Hon'ble Supreme
Courl, while heuring the said W1 has desired Lo know the number of Child Marriage
Prohibition Officer that have been appointed in the country undler the Provision of the
Child Marriage Prohibition Act, 2006 andl the number of Prosecutions that have been
instituted vver the kst three year under this Act. In addition to this, it has also been
requested to fumnish the number of prosecutions that have been instituted over the last

thyee years under this Act.

abov, il 18 roqm'ﬁlud to furnish the requisite infyrmation to this |

% In view of
may he submilted before the

Ministry at the earliest so that & consoltdated response
[fon’ble Supreme Court,

3, This may be treated as Hrgent,

g Yours (aithfully,

Mg il
——

' (M. K, Prabhat)

Under Secrotary, Lo the Covernment of India
Tel, : 011-23381970

Incl. As above.
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DO No.25/116/2017-WW(1) ‘Date’ 24" August, 2017

Dear fr. S.. 4o .

J F’leas{e refer to this Ministry letter of even number dated 17" August,
2017 seeking information on the number of Child Marriage Prohibition
officers appointed in the country.

2. The Honble Supreme Court, while hearing the W.P (Civil)
N0.382/2013 in the matter of Independent Thought Vs. Union of India has
desired to know the number of Child Marriage Prohibition Officer that have
been appointed in the country under the Provision of the Child Marriage
Prohibition Act, 2006 and the number of Prosecutions that have been
instituted over the last three year under this Act.

3 | shall be grateful, if you kindly look into the matter personally and

furnish the requisite information to the Ministry immediately. This matter is
Time bound since the case is listed for the 31 8 2017

Bt
i -

Yours sincerely.

Y,

.'Sanghi)

(Cheta
To.

The Principal Secretary -
(All States/UTs)
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ANNEXURE B

gtatement showing the number of Child Marriage Prohibition Officers

Sl | State/UT No. of Child Marriage Prohibition Officers

No |

1. | Haryana 21

2. | Punjab 82 (SDMs are appointed as CMPOs)

3. | Uttarakhand 13 (District Programme Officers)

4 | Tamilnadu 32 (District Sociai Welfare Officers

5. | Telangana ° 19,202 (District Collector) Revenue Divisional Officer, Sub-
collector, Child Development Project Officers, Tehsildars,
ICDS  Supervisors, Panchayat Secretaries, Village
Administrative Officers- Revenue Department).

6. | Chandigarh 3 (SDMs)

7. | Madhya Pradesh | 51 (DMs)

8. | Uttar Pradesh 75 (DPOs/CDPOs)

9. | Jharkhand 264 (BDOs)

10. | Chattisgarh 247 (DPOs, DWCDO, CDPOs)
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gubject:  Dataon the Prohihition of Child Marriage'Act, 2006 - reg.

Mimstry of Home Affairg may ple

ase refer ther .0 p
cated 117 August, 2017 on the above .

16 10/13/2013-Judicia| Cell-)
ntioned subject,

In this connnction, State/UT-wise Lases  registered, persons
chargesheeted, persons chargesheeted, casee convicted

arrested, cases
prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2005 aurin

and persons convicted under the

B AA-20187 is enciosed as Annexur

e-1i
It 1s mentioned that data on health of girly whe are married at the age of 15 (g 18
years and number of Child Marriage Prohibinion Offic

.ers that have been instituted under
this Act 1s not mamntained by the Bureau sepaataly

This issues with the appraval of Director, NCRE

e

e ]\_‘\ Gf,;\'.
(UH, TIEI;W?TI\ M. Rajakumar)

Fiess Ters HRF/r. Staff Officer

Ph:011-26177378

Email: stat@nerbn

Dr. R.K. Mitra, Joint Secretary {judicial), Ministry of Home Affairs, NDCC1| Building Jai Singh
. Y L -

Road, New Delhi. ' . »d:14.08.2017
U 0. No STT{200)/Cll-data Supply/205/2017/NCRB Dated:14.08
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Annexure - | =
Stzt=/UT-wise cases regsitered (CR), persens arrested (PAR), cases chargesheeted (CS), persons chargesheeted (PCS), cases convicted (CV) and persons convicted w
(PCV) under the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 during 2014-2016* A
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